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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language » 

' ' which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed'' and are not annexed to 
this report)'. 



□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 

the description: 

pages 1-12 

pages* 

pages* 

the claims: 

1-13 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



nos. 
nos.* 
nos.* 
nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

sheets 1/2-2/2 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages m 

the claims, nos. m 

the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



□ 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
I 1 they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. , 

the drawings, sheets/figs . 

the sequence listing (specify): __ , 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " — , 
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Box No. IV 



Lack of unity of invention 



In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

| J restricted the claims. 

I *"""] paid additional fees. 

1 | paid additional fees under protest. 

1 | neither restricted the claims nor paid additional fees. 



2. \^\\ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1, not to invite 

the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3 is: 
[ | complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 



See Supplemental Box. 



4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
^3 all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 

Claims 1-6, 7-13 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 



Claims 1 ~ 6 , 1 — 1 3 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 — 1 3 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



See Supplemental Box, 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 



See Supplemental Box. 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation of: 



Continuation of Boxes IV, V and VIII 



1 . PRIOR ART 



This report refers to the following documents: 



Dl: DE 199 34 405 A (DAIMLER CHRYSLER AG), 

8 February 2001 (2001-02-08) 

D2: EP 1 316 746 A ( ZAHNRADFABRIK FRIEDRICHSHAFEN) , 

4 June 2003 (2003-06-04) 
D3: DE 38 03 685 A (EMITEC EMISSIONSTECHNIK) , 

17 August 1989 (1989-08-17) 
D4: DE 37 43 195 C (PIV ANTRIEB REIMERS KG WERNER), 

9 February 1989 (1989-02-09) 

D5: EP 0 362 043 A (RENAULT), 4 April 1990 (1990-04-04) 
D6: US 5 341 901 A (COFFEY WAYNE R ET AL) , 

30 August 1994 (1994-08-30) 
D7: US 5 667 036 A (DHILLON JERMANJIT S ET AL) , 

16 September 1997 (1997-09-16) 



2 . INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

The application fails to meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(1) because the subject matter of claim 1 is 
not novel (PCT Article 33(2)). 



Essentially, document Dl discloses the following (see, 
for example, figures 4a and 4b) : 
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Supplemental Box 



- an oil-carrying (see the abstract, line 3) 
shaft (2), with 

- an inner chamber (3) , 

- oil-carrying open passages (39) on the inside 
wall (24) f 

- a tube acting as a distribution means (4) . 

3 . INDEPENDENT CLAIM 7 

The application fails to meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(1) because the subject matter of claim 7 is 
not novel (PCT Article 33(2)), 

3.1 Essentially, document Dl discloses the following (see, 
for example, figures 2a and 2b) : 

- an oil-carrying (see the abstract, line 3) 
shaft (2), with 

- an inner chamber (3) , 

- oil-carrying open passages (39) on the inside 
wall (24), 

- a tube acting as a distribution means (4) . 

3.2 Similar shafts are aiso Known from document D2 (see 
figure 2) and document D3 (see figure 1, II-II) . 



With reference to the objection relating to clarity 
discussed in point 6.1 below, the term "tube", 
according to the applicant's own interpretation, also 
covers "solid profiles" (see claim 11) . Consequently 
documents D4 (for example, item 53 in figure 5), D5 
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Supplemental Box 

(figure 2) and even D6 ("rotor 58") can be considered 
prejudicial to the novelty of claim 7. 

(Note: Documents D7, D8 and D9 will be relevant for 
the assessment of inventive step at a later stage in 
the procedure.) 

4. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-6 AND 8-13 



Claims 2 to 6 and 8 to 13 do not contain any features 
that meet the PCX requirements in respect of novelty 
and/or inventive step when combined with the features 
of any of the back-referenced claims . 

For example, document Dl is relevant to claim 3 
(column 8, line 28 - rotary swaging) , to claim 4 (inner 
grooves 42), to claim 5 (figure 5c), to claim 6 (figure 
5b) , to claims 8 and 13 (drill hole 51) , to claim 9 
(left-hand part of figure 5a) , and to claims 10 and 11 
(rectangular-section hollow profile 6 in figure 2c) . 
The medium duct 35 in figure 1 is relevant to claim 12. 

5 . UNITY 

The Examining Authority has determined that this 
international application contains multiple inventions 
or groups of inventions which are not linked by a 
single general inventive concept (PCT Rule 13.1). 
These are as follows : 

I. Claim 1 (and the dependent claims appended to it) 

II. Claim 7 (and the dependent claims appended to it) 
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The concept linking these two groups is not novel (see 
points 2 and 3 above) . 

6 . CLARITY 

6.1 Claim 1 specifies a "tube", while claim 11 (which is 
dependent on claim 1) specifies a "solid profile". The 
embodiments described by these terms are mutually 
incompatible (PCT Article 6) . 

6.2 In this instance it is not permissible to have two 
independent device claims (claims 1 and 7) because 
they fail to meet the requirement of unity of 
invention (PCT Article 6) . 



Form PC T/I PEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (January 2004) 



